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Oounoll  Offices, 
ACLF.. 


August,  194^. 

To  the  Chairman,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Rural  District 
Council  of  Blofield  end  Flegg. 

?re  beg  to  present  our  Annual  Report  in  accordance  with 
the  re^ulre^^ents  of  Circular  2067  as  lerued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


The  geographical  position  of  the  District  In  normal  times 
, places  It  nv  u corridor  between  two  large  towns  through  which  a 
' grest  move: lent  of  j^pulation  takes  pl^.ce,  more  especially 

during  the  summer  months  when  people  are  attracted  to  the  Coastal 
iiren,  the  Rivers  and  Broace. 

Di-irlng  the  present  emergency  certain  rortii cti  one  have 
reduced  this  movement  to  a ml  idmum,  although  tise  has  been  mwle 
of  the  District  as  a "Cuehion”  Area  fox  the  receptir»n  of  a 
large  number  of  per'^ons  needln^  accommodation. 


Area 


The  District  remains  chiefly  agrlctsltural  In  character 
STATlg^TlCS  AND  COCIAL  O'A^TDITXONS  OF  XKF  AREA. 


(Acres) 


...  74,774 


Population  (Cenpus  19^1)  

^ Populvatlon  (Estlffy^ted  1944) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1944)  ..  ... 

Number  of  f'Ji.illies  or  separate  occupiers.. 

Rateable  Value  ...  

Produce  of  Id  Kate  ...  


, 24, 5^^ 

. ..  28, 1(^0 
. ..  7,?7<^ 

. ..  8,500 

. • .116,796 
. . .£465 .14s. lid. 


BIHTH3  : (Lecitim'xte) 
Illegitimate) 


BIRTH  iUTE  : - 20.49 


Totel:5?7  HIkle?  - 2^1  Females 

Tot  * ;i : /;o  >“ lies  - _ii  Females 

Total  577  278 


stillbirths; 

(Legitimate)  Total  9 

lllegi tlfflate)  - Total  1 

10 


Males  - 5 RiJTialeB 

Male  ~ 1 ‘ tm  -le 

Males  - 6 Females 


276 

2^ 


299 


- 4 


OjKAl'Hb  s Total  3bl  mim  - l60  Tmuleu  - 191 

DXATH  KATE  ? 12.40 

T^umber  of  i^omen  dying  In,  or  Ir*  consecjnence  of  Oblld-Birth:- 

frori  -TJeT-^pi e - 1 Fi^oifl  ot'h^r  Soiu-'cen  - 0 

Pe?»thf?  of  Inf  ants  under  1 yeas'  of  age  poi*  1,^D0  iMrtbs:- 

(L€glt1*5ate ) Total  t 18  Msles  - 9 I^ewolee  9 

(Illegitimate)  Total  i 2 M&les  ~ 1 Femaler  ~ 1 
. 20  Maiea  /"1Q 'Fw^leg  10 

Deatho  fro'^s  lU  f ries  (all  ages)  - 0 Females  - 0 

Deaths  from  'Shoopin/:  Oough  (all  a^.'.'ee)  Males  “ 0 Flmaleis  ~ 0 

Deji‘th£  from  FSarrhoea  (under  2 years)  - 0 Tamales  ~ 1 

The  Slrtha  in  19‘Vl  27B  M&Ie«  and  299  Fecial es,  a total  of  577 

against  262  malee  and  259  Fe&a'iee  - a total  of  341  for  the  yoar 
1941,  raakiat  aa  increase  of  36  Sirthe. 


The  31rtii-3ate  in  1944  20.49  as  agalnnt  an 

the  year  lv4t.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and 

17.^ 


aV'.Tan^  of  ii 

for  1 ■■*44  i*3 


Thc.f  dfoUip.  dui  i u-^  the  yeax-  .’teeter  in  nrmoer  vxJ^  t!je  desth-rate 

ol  12.40  CTJtip.s'res  -ifflth  10. 9 f<"^T  the  ye?»T  1943,  flight  Increase. 


Thc<?tv,ere  20  deaths  from  INib^-roulORl no  detth??  frot:  Olphcherla 
IGO  dnathf  froj.'i  heart  D^seaeo  and  48" deaths  from  Uaucer. 


The  InlHnille  '^.ortali ty  Hate  r.till  7<®ia1os  oosiparatlr'cly  lov: 
etands  nt  20  deaths  of  children  under  1 /©sr  a reduoticn.  ol  , 
■ destbs  ou  the  previous  year. 


/ 
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SANITARY  OlROm STANCES  0>'  THE 


WATiai  SUrPLIK’S.  Five  Parlshee  in  the  Eastern  part  are  eupplled  from 
Mains,  a good  proportion  ol  Ownexfj  in  these  Parishes  have  availed 
themselves  of  this  service,  but  there  are  still  a number  of  private 
wells  chiefly  shallow,  providing  drinking  water  supplies  to  cottages. 

The  Parish  of  Thorpe  in  the  Western  part  with  a 
population  of  over  J^COO  has  piped  supplies  entirely,  part  of  the 
Parish  of  Flurastead  hag  also  a piped  supply,  the  only  other  Parish 
which  is  partially  provided  by  a piped  supply  is  Brundall. 

The  large  number  of  shallow  wells  throufl'P^"*^  "^^6 
District  are  always  a cause  of  concern,  owing  to  the  oan^er  of 
pollutiorx,  especially  as  there  is  uo  drainage  system  in  operation  in 
the  majority  of  the  Parishes. 


There  has  been  no  complaints  of  shortage  during  the 


year. 

The  need  of  piped  suupliee  is  apparent,  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  coatamj riateci.  water  being  cons’.iJ^ecl  by  meny  occupiers 
of  working;  class  dwellings. 


Tifholesome  water  bearing  strata  is  situated  at  some 
considerable  depth  and  in  many  cases  is  not  an  economic^.l  vroooaitlon 
to  ootsin,  particularly  where  the  supply  would  only  serve  a small 
number  of  cottages. 


DKAIHAGE  eSD  Si-vit? -uaGE.  The  need  for  adequate  drainage  in  h number  of 
the  largei'  Farieaes  is  urgent,  only  t'^o  Parishes  are  pert j. ally  provided 
with  drainage  facilities,  the  greater  part  of  the  populstl on  disposes 
of  waste  liquids  on  gardens,  many  with  limited  areas  for  disposal. 

There  are  Rome  P^Ti^^hes  where  properties  ar©  provided, 
with  Cesspool  drsiaa.ye,  over  2,000  exist  in  one  Parish,  many 
hundreds  of  houses  were  built  in  the  Immediate  pre-var  years,  in 
orsctlcally  all  cases,  provisions  were  made  for  disposal  of  waste 
water  and  eevage  into  cesspools. 


The  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptying  Plant  has  been  used 
extensively  in  clearing  cesspools  throurriiout  the  year,  ?nsny  serious 
uiiBances  from  overflowing  cesspools  have  been  pi  evented  by  tne  use 
of  this  Plant,  this  service  has  been  of  the  great est  value  in  safe- 
foiarciing  the  hehlth  of  the  population. 

Until  proper  drainage  facilities  are  provided  the 
conetruotion  of  cesspools  will  continue,  and  an  extension  of  the 
present  cleansing  service  will  become  necessary,ia  fact  the  olant  is 
unable  to  aieet  the  present  day  dmands  at  certain  times  of  the  jrer.r. 

The  drainage  needs  in  the  Sroads  area  are  most  urgent, 
the  Council  are  anxlon.?  to  oroceed  with  sohemes  that  will  elimiuAbe 
all  possibilities  of  pollution,  it  is  hoped  that  some  progress  will 
be  made  as  soon  as  it  is  possible. 

SCAVhNGlN'Gr.  The  greetest  dlfflcu.lty  has  been  experienced  in  main- 
taining puolie  cleansing  services  owing  to  lack  of  labour. 

Two  Parishes  have  a refuse  collection  scheme,  five  have 
refuse  and  night  soil  collection  schemes,  and  two  have  schemes  for 
night  soil  collection  only. 

The  extensions  of  puollc  cleansing  schemes  to  cover  the 
greater  part  of  the  District  is  one  that  should  receive  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  the  present  methods  of  disposal  of 
refuse  and  night-soil  in  a number  of  Parishes  are  in  many  cases  a 
source  of  danger  to  Public  Health,  particularly  where  deposits  take 
place  near  shallow  drinking  water  wells. 


GENEIiAL  0 IRC STANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


The  general  standard  of  the  health  of  the  District  has  heen 
maintained  In  spite  of  the  moveraent  of  population  throughout  the 
year;  the  Council ‘e  Public  Health  Officers  have  contributed  in 
no  small  manner  to  this  by  their  prompt  action  and  vigilance. 

The  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  has  been  working 
at  full  pressure,  and  we  feel  we  must  again  record  our 
appreciation  to  iJr.  Heckwlth,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
those  under  hie  control,  for  duties  ably  perforsied  in  these 
difficult  times. 

The  overcrowding  of  many  dwellings  has  given  cause  for 
concern,  every  effort  has  beeu  laade  to  provide  alternative 
accomniodation  for  those  families  living  under  such  conditions. 

The  reception  of  a large  number  of  evacuees  created  a great  deal 
of  work  but  accommodation  ~"s  provided  in  spite  of  the  acute 
housing  shortage. 

The  continued  prevalence  of  Scabies  has  received  the 
attention  of  the  Council’s  Officers  throughout  the  year.  These 
conditions  are  difficult  to  control  without  proper  notification, 
treatment  is  supplied  to  each  case  and  disinfection  of  bedding 
and  clothing  carried  out  in  necessitous  cases. 

Spasmodic  outureaks  of  Scarlet  Fever  of  a mild  t>pe  occurred 
in  varioiis  parts  of  the  District,  which  extended  throughout  the 
grester  part  of  the  year.  Many  of  the  oases  were  placed  in  the 
County  Isolation  Hospital  and  disinfection  of  pi'emises  carried 
out . 

MILK  AHD  D Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  raising  of' 

the  stiindard  of  rilk  Prxiucers’  method b and  premises  throughout 
the  area. 

A great  many  visits  have  ceen  paid  to  Dairy  Ffirms  and  advice 
given  on  the  best  meaiaG  of  prcKlucln^  & clean  and  wholesome  milk. 

Samplings  for  both  cleanliness  and  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Hacllll  was  carried  out  at  all  producer’s  preiilsee,  and  action 
taken  where  analyses  proved  faults  in  production  or  the  presence 
of  Tuberculosis. 

The  service  has  been  a means  of  improving  milk  supplies 
and  of  detecting:  the  presence  of  cattle  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
8 most  vf^luable  contribi^tl  o n tb  safeguarding  the  health  of  the 
public. 

HO’JCIHGr.  Although  efforts  have  been  made  to  have  defects  remedied 
to  a number  of  working  class  dwellings,  the  general  condition  of 
such  dwellings  continue  to  deteriorate,  shortage  of  labour  and 
materials  have  created  many  difficulties. 

The  great  problem  of  bringing  a large  oroportion  of  dwellings 
up  to  a satiaftetory  st-ad-rd  i:^,  one  U at  calls']  or  ecrious 
consideration.  Hony  cottages  need  major  repairs,  many  more  are 
of  such  a low  Soaiiuard  as  to  be  Incapable  of  being  rendered  fit 
for  habitation  at  a reasonable  expense. 

A numbei’  of  areas  ;vere  acheduled  for  bl<;ai‘ance  previous  to  the 
outbreak  of  War,  these  and  other  areas  should  be  dealt  with  as 
early  as  possible,  although  there  must  be  some  deli^y,  pending  the 
provision  of  new  housing  acccxnmodation. 


■»  J > 


Thp  nef’d  for  many  more  working  class  dwellings  is  one 
tliat  must  'b'^  met  to  provide  the  ne  essary  accommodation  for 
familleg  inadequately  housedL  and  also  for  many  service  men’s 
families  who  are  at  present  living  with  parents* 

, A Survey  and  iraspection  to  cover  the  whole  X>i8trict 
will  place  a great  deal  of  work  on  the'  Public  Health  Department 
but  it  is  one  that  must  be  undertaken  if  an  accurate  statement 
is  to  be  made  of  housing  conditions* 


DIphTHEBIa  IIIMHNISaTIONj  The  Council’s  Scheme  for  treating 
of  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years  has  made  further  progress 
during  the  year  under  review;  at  the  end  of  the  year  34.6, 
per  cent  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  and  99*83  per 
cent  of  children  between  5 and  15  years  of  age  ha*d  been 
immunised* 

Of  the  few  oases  of  Diphtheria  notified  none  had  been 
immunised* 

Efforts  are  being  continued  to  obtain  a higher  percentage 
of  children  under  5 years  immunised. 

Education,  Kedical  and  Nursing  Services  have  been  most 
helpful  in  stressing  the  ne^d  for  protecting  children  against 
Diphtheria. 

MEAT  Al^D  OfHEP  FOODS:  Supervision  of  Food  Depots  and  Ihops 

have  continued  throughout  the  year.  Examination  of  meat  and 
other  foods  has  entailfKi  many  visits  to  premises,  a quantity 
of  meat,  tins  of  foodstuffs,  in  adHtion  to  a variety  of  other 
foodstuffs  were  examined,  resultiniii  in  the  condemnation  of 
those  affected  with  disease,  or  otherwise  unwholesome. 

The  necessary  ‘O-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Salvage  Officer  in  the  disposal  of  condemned  foodstuffs  has 

been  oarrieci  out.  „ 

\ 

The  duties  connected  with  the  protection  of  the  public 
food  supply  are  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  it  is  satisfactory 
to  both  the  Council  and  their  public  health  Officers  that  the 
protection  of  the  health  of  the  population  of  the  District 
has  been  maintained  by  the  efforts  of  those  Officers  engaged 
in  this  valuable  public  service. 

S E N F R.  A L 

During  the  year  every  assistance  has  been  given  to  the 
Military  Authorities  in  connection  with  drainage,  scavenging, 
and  Water  supplies,  in  fact  a spirit  of  co-operation  between 
the  Civil  and  Military  Authorities  has  been  in  evidence 
throughout  the  whole  District* 

The  requisitioning  of  properties  by  the  ''ilitary  Authorities 
has  called  for  re-housing  certain  fairllifes,  accomnodation , although 
very  limited,  has  been  found  for  displaced  families* 

'fl'e  are,  Mr*  Chairman,  T.adies  and  ^pntlemen. 

Your  obedient  'Servants, 

POYDEN 

J.  D.  McEFLVIE. 


Medical  Officers  of  Health 


